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Largest Grant 
The Community Foundation of Northern Illinois is proud to announce our largest grant ever, $1.5 million to 
Zion Development for the Walter D. Williams Wellness Center at Longwood Plaza. This announcement is the 
culmination of a nearly 60-year journey. It began in 1957 when Walter D. Williams provided funding in his 
will to build a “home for the aged in Winnebago County.” These funds came to CFNIL in the late ‘90s after a 
life beneficiary named in the will passed away.  
 
CFNIL embarked on a rigorous, five-year search to find an organization that would preserve Walter D.     
Williams’s intention, while providing the kind of care that our area’s seniors needed. Zion Development’s      
project fulfilled Walter D. Williams’s wishes.  
 
Zion Development’s Walter D. Williams Wellness Clinic at Longwood Plaza takes a holistic approach to     
senior care. It offers exercise, nutrition and stress management classes. Residents have on-site access to 
licensed clinical counselors and nurses from SwedishAmerican Hospital. And most importantly, this         
program helps seniors with low incomes. To learn more about the Walter D. Williams Wellness Center, 
please read CFNIL President Gloria Lundin’s op-ed in Sunday, February 23’s Rockford Register Star.   
 
Scholarship Season 
CFNIL has received 267 applications for the February scholarship deadline. For this scholarship season, 
CFNIL used new online application software, which matches students to available scholarships based on 
eligibility criteria. The software implementation process began in July 2013. 
 
Our March 10th scholarship application deadline is quickly approaching. Please refer to our scholarship page 
for more information.  Our scholarships help students reach their academic goals in a range of academic 
disciplines. CFNIL awards merit– and need-based scholarships to both traditional and non-traditional     
students. CFNIL will award more than $250,000 in scholarships this academic year.  
 
Recent Grants 
Our gratitude goes to CFNIL grant committees for all their hard work evaluating the applications for our Fall 
2013 grant cycle. Sue Rader of Youth Services Network, which received $35,120 for their Youth Court      
Program, said: “It was obvious that the grant committee conducting the interview had done their home-
work. They knew the grant, asked excellent questions and looked to the future in our process of providing 
this program. We were able to think things through in ways we hadn't prior to the meeting. When we left we 
were all excited and felt so positive about your process. I have been writing grants for 30 years and this was 
truly the best experience I have had.”  
 
CFNIL’s grant committees awarded a grant to Crusader Community Health for their school-based health 
center at Auburn High School. This program will give more than 3,000 students from Auburn High, Kennedy 
Middle, McIntosh Elementary and Dennis Early Childhood Schools access to health, dental, vision, and      
behavioral healthcare.  
 
The Crusader Community Health grant, first year funding is $104,701, is a perfect example of the kind of 
broad community collaboration our grant programs foster. CFNIL is now able to make grants of this size 
because of Dr. Louis and Violet Rubin’s $24 million gift in 2012.  

Check presentation to Crusader Community Health on Jan. 14, 2014. L to R: Brenten Witherby, CFNIL Board Member; Jim Millikin, 
President of Crusader Community Health Foundation; Chris Janke, CFNIL Board Member; Jon Bates, CFNIL Executive V.P.; and 
James Patterson, CFNIL Director of Grants and Scholarships. 

http://cfnil.org/apply/scholarships/

